
OLVER RENEWS FIGHT TO PROVIDE ENERGY ASSISTANCE FOR LOW-INCOME FAMILIES

  
  WASHINGTON ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) is continuing to fight for increased funding for energy assistance for low-income families by calling for $3 billion for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) in fiscal year 2006. Americans are facing record high energy prices, and states will need additional funding to help working families, persons with disabilities and seniors reduce their energy burden this winter. Olver and 129 colleagues signed a letter urging the Appropriations Committee to provide the funding.  

 "LIHEAP helps low-income families pay their energy bills, a service that is particularly valuable given the rise in heating costs," Olver said. "Even though spring weather is here, we must work now to ensure that vulnerable households are protected from high energy costs that will arrive with winter." 

 In fiscal year 2005, Congress appropriated $1.9 billion for LIHEAP. Olver and his colleagues are pushing to increase LIHEAP funding by more than 50 percent to provide economic stability for the more than 5 million low-income households that are expected to need energy assistance this winter. 

 Home heating oil costs are expected to be 34 percent above last yearís costs, while expenditures for propane-heated households are expected to increase about 22 percent this winter. Natural gas heating is expected to cost 9.4 percent more than last year. These increases significantly outpace the rate of inflation. 

 The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is the primary program that provides assistance to help low-income families pay their energy bills.  

 "LIHEAP is a vital safety net that reduces the percentage of income spent on residential energy costs, providing modest, but important relief to thousands of families in Massachusetts," Olver said. "We need to make sure this winter that families donít have to make a choice between heating their homes and purchasing necessities like food or medicine."   
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